The nest of the Little Grebe Podiceps ruficollis usually consists of a heaped mass of water plants half submerged in the water and forming a platform above the surface. The nest is anchored to submerged vegetation or to branches of bushes growing in water (Cramp and Simmons 1977) . Kawachi (1982) refers to a nesting attempt of this species on a piece of polystyrene foam in a pond in Tokyo, but provides no details. The nest of the Eurasian Coot Fulica atra is a bulky structure of dead and live plant stems and leaves, and is usually either placed on the bottom in shallow water (Cramp and Simmons 1979) , or built as a floating structure fixed to the stems of emergent vegetation (Saito 1994) .
Although this species has been reported to nest on artificial platforms and rafts in the Western Palearctic (Cramp and Simmons 1979) , there are no reported instances of nesting on artificial platforms in Japan. (Asama 1989 ). The Yellow Bittern study was conducted mainly in patches of cattail. Urbanization upstream and around the lake has caused heavy eutrophication (Asama 1989 ). There are various pieces of artificial objects drifting or caught among the emergent vegetation.
When a bird nest built on an artificial floating object was located, the shape of the object was recorded and the size measured. The water depth at the site was also measured, and the relationships between the nest and the surrounding vegetation were examined.
The contents of the nest were examined and recorded as often as possible.
Grebes and Coots Utilize Artificial Objects as Nest Platforms
Three nests of the Little Grebe and two nests of the Eurasian Coot were found on artificial floating objects. The three Grebe nests were active, but neither of the two Coot nests were in use.
Nests of the Little Grebe
Nest A This nest was discovered on 16 June 1992 in a cattail swamp ( Fig. 1-A) . The nest was water depth around the nest was 50cm. The board had no support or anchoring, but was lodged among the thick stands of cattail, which prevented it from drifting away.
The nest contained two eggs on 16 June, four eggs on 17 and 18 June, five eggs from 19 to 30 June, two eggs on 3 and 4 July, and one egg on 6 July. In early August the board was still there but almost all of the nest material had been washed away. The data suggests that at least some eggs of the clutch hatched successfully, although it is doubtful that all the five eggs did. Since eggs of the Little Grebe hatch asynchronously Simmons 1977, Kawaguchi 1934) , it is natural to assume that the two eggs found on 3 July were the fourth and fifth eggs. Thus the first to third eggs should have hatched on or before the morning of 3 July. Considering that the incubation period of a Little Grebe egg Takashi Hiraoka is at least 20 days Simmons 1977, Kawaguchi 1934) , the third egg should have been laid on or before 13 June.
The data shows only two eggs present on 16 June.
This indicates that at least one egg was lost before hatching. However, on 3 July the two eggs were warm, indicating that incubation was still under way at this time. In addition, eggs disappeared gradually from 30 June to 6 July. These observations suggest that at least some of the eggs hatched successfully.
Nest B
This nest was found on 22 June 1993 in a cattail swamp ( Fig. 1-B) . The nest was thick. The water depth around the nest was 50cm, and the board floated without any support or anchoring. The board was lodged among the cattails, and thus did not drift away.
The nest contained four eggs from 22 June to 7 July, three eggs on 8 July, two eggs on 9 July, one egg on 10 July, and no egg on 11 July. The eggs were warm on almost all the occasions they were examined, indicating incubation. The disappearance of one egg each day strongly suggests that all the clutch hatched successfully.
Nest C This nest was found on 23 June 1994 in a narrow belt of wild rice between a cattail swamp and a reed bed ( Fig. 1-C The nest contained three eggs on 23 June, and four eggs on 30 June. It was not visited thereafter, and there is no information on hatching success. Because the laying interval of this species is 1-2 days (Cramp and Simmons 1977) , the four eggs recorded on 30 June, seven days after three eggs were observed, must represent the full clutch of this nest. The eggs were warm on 30 June, indicating incubation.
Nests of the Eurasian Coot
Nest D This nest was discovered on 8 July 1993 in a cattail swamp ( Fig. 1-D) . The nest was thick.
The water depth around the nest was 50cm. The board had no support nor anchoring, but floated while lodged among the cattail stands.
In addition, blades of the surrounding cattails were tucked into the nest, fixing the board at the site.
The nest contained one egg from 8 to 12 July, but the egg was cool on all four occasions when it was examined. On 10 July the egg was half buried in the nest material, and by 15 July it had disappeared. The nest had apparently been abandoned before the clutch was complete.
Grebes and Coots Utilize Artificial Objects as Nest Platforms Fig. 2 . Eurasian Coot nest on a car tire in a cattail swamp (15 July 1995).
Nest E
This nest was found on 15 July 1995 ( Fig. 1-E, Fig. 2 hand, parent birds receive a benefit in using a ready-made artificial platform in that they can reduce the amount of energy required for nest building, because less nest material is needed, and the nest building process is much simpler. Thus utilization of such a platform would enable parent birds to direct more energy to other aspects of breeding activity, contributing to breeding success.
The only apparent problem in using a floating object is that it may drift away when pushed by wind or waves. However, in the instances shown above, the objects were secure either because they were lodged among the surrounding emergents, or moored by blades tucked into the nests. In fact, nests on floating objects may have an advantage over those on fixed platforms, in that they are able to cope with much larger changes in water level.
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